THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE

The Board of Finance held a public hearing on Thursday, February 19, 2015 in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT. Chairman John Kortze called the meeting to
order at 7:00pm.

Present: John Kortze, Harry Waterbury, John Godin, Mike Portnoy, Joe Kearney, James Filan

Also Present: First Selectman Pat Llodra, Director of Finance Bob Tait, Keith Alexander, Dr. Erardi, 65
members of the public

Public Comment on the proposed 2015-2015 Town of Newtown Budget

Mike Salaris, 11 Country Squire — Spoke about education spending in the Newtown School District
(Attachment A). Last year he did a high level analysis and looked at 50 different districts. He looked for
enrollment, total dollars spent on education, facilities and transportation. He found 27 budgets that had
the pieces in it that he needed. Overall Newtown ranked 19. The facilities and transportation we are
ranked at #2. The 9 year history that was published by the State of CT shows that out of 166 districts,
92% of the districts spend more than Newtown does on instruction.

Steve Rosenblatt, 50 Watkins Drive — His concern for the future well-being of Newtown is the present
size and rising costs of the school budget. He asked that the BOF bring the increasing school budgets in
line.

Tracy Jeager, 3 Honey Lane — Spoke on behalf of the PTA’s and PTSA’s presidents of all 7 schools in
Newtown. They are in support of the BOE budget and ask to kept this budget intact and allow the voters
decide the merits of the budget.

Lynn Edwards, 3 Sand Hill Road — Spoke in support of the BOE budget. It addresses the decline in
enrollment. Please leave the budget as is.

Kinga Walsh, 21 Horeshoe Ridge Road — Asked the BOF to consider the qualatative aspects of the
education budget. Dr. Erardi and Ron Bienkowski did a great job laying out the budget. Asked that the
budget be left intact and let the voters decide.

Carlen Gains, 17 Bridge End Farms — Part of the growing senior pollution in Newtown. Followed the
budget process closely and stressed that this year that budget go through and let the voters decide.

Deborah Zukowski, 4 Cornfield Ridge Road — She does not have children in the school system. Let the
voters speak.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Arlene Miles, Clerk
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